
Explorations in Public History  

Assignment 2 – Website Review 

5% of Grade 

Due March 20
th

 at 1pm in the Dropbox on D2L 

 

1. Investigate several large museum websites (examples listed below). 

 

2. Each website should have a link to information about the museum’s collections, educational 

opportunities, and current and past exhibits.  

 

3. Explore the website of 2 different museums and then write a review of the museums’ online 

presence.  

 

4. The review should be in essay format and should include the following information: 

 What is the best part of the website?  The worst? 

 Is the website accessible for all people (sight impaired, hearing impaired)? 

 What kinds of exhibits are displayed currently at the museum, and what kind of online 

components (educational, links, images) are available if any? 

 Compare and contrast the two museums – what is best and worst about each?  What could 

each learn from the other to make their websites better? 

 What collections are available online to view, if any?  What are the benefits of this? 

 What are your thoughts on the aesthetics of the website?   

 Is the site easy to navigate? 

 What kinds of technology or media are used on the website? 

 What is the overall content and quality? 

 Any other information you wish to share. 

 

5. **Include information about which museum website the information came from, and include a link 

to the page with the information you used. Cite your sources!!! Include a parenthetical citation at 

the end of each paragraph **  

 

6. Then answer the following general questions in another paragraph or two: 

 How can online collections and exhibits be used, and what can you learn from them? 

 Are online exhibits or museums as effective as physically going to a museum to learn 

about the past? 

 

** Good websites to try are: 

 The British Museum (http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/explore_introduction.aspx) 

 The Metropolitan Museum of Art (http://www.metmuseum.org/) 

 Penn Museum (http://www.penn.museum/about-our-collections.html) 

 Oriental Institute of Chicago (http://oi.uchicago.edu/museum/highlights/) 

 Louvre (http://www.louvre.fr/llv/oeuvres/alaune.jsp?bmLocale=en) 

 Smithsonian Institute - pick a particular museum, not the entire system 

(http://www.si.edu/Museums) 

 Tenement Museum – NYC (http://www.tenement.org/) 

 American Museum of Natural History (http://www.amnh.org/) 

 

You may try other websites, but you must cite the website you used in your paper.  

http://www.si.edu/Museums
http://www.tenement.org/
http://www.amnh.org/

